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Reducing wasted food

Hennepin County Environment and Energy



Let’s discuss

What’s the 
issue?

Get the word 
out

Tools for 
events
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HOW MUCH 
food is wasted?
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40%
of all food 
goes uneaten 

Image Source: trijandjs

Nearly



In Hennepin County, enough 
edible food is thrown away 
each year to fill Target Field 

1.5 times
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19% of crop land

21% of freshwater

The costs of wasting food



WHO is 
wasting all 
this food?



Surplus Food Occurs Across the Supply Chain



WHERE does our food go?
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Where it goes now

Where we want it to go



What is the solution?

v

Prevention!

Eat the food you have Buy the food you’ll eat
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What we're doing about it
From plans to action

Hennepin County

Wasted Food 
Prevention Plan

Coming 2024
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What are we doing?

• Brain on automatic

• Dynamic lifestyle

• No planning

• Improper storage



Plan before 
you shop

Self-assess

Use it up

How to save the food

Store to 
make it last

Learn the 
labels



Residential solutions

• Education campaigns 
• Portion sizes (eating out)
• Sharing food/donation
• Packaging education
• Meal kits
• Organics recycling
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• Stop Food Waste Challenge
• Campaign
• Educators 

Resources



Campaign

Timeline: April 1 2024 – July 2025…

Audience: primary grocery 
shoppers aged 21-45 

Pre- and post-testing

Awareness + Action
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http://www.trashorcash.org/
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Videos

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sQGcZaRi2HU&list=PLFuoLpHXRImhVaHk_FV-I62VcrweexnHN&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sQGcZaRi2HU&list=PLFuoLpHXRImhVaHk_FV-I62VcrweexnHN&index=3


Outreach
Presentations
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Stop Food Waste Challenge

August 1-30

Month-long, online challenge to 
inspire change

Started in 2020

Expanded in 2023 
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Partner-hosted events

• Presentations

• Documentary screening

• Hands-on workshop

• Cooking demos

Interactions
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Food at events
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Prevent wasted 
food at events

1. Plan 

2. Keep track

3. Eat the food

4. Prepare for leftovers
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Communicate with caterer 
• Low-waste goals
• Type of meal, budget
• Guest counts*
• Avoid vats of sauce
• Buffet vs. plated meals
• Opt for food that doesn’t 

need a lot of maintenance
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Get ahead of the waste
Food waste prep
• Organics bins, bags
• Who will it take after?

Leftovers prep
• Gather containers, baggies
• Who will it take after?



During event
• Set out and announce 

composting

• Give people time to eat

• Refill as needed

• Maintain food temps
• Buffet line

• Food on hold

Hennepin County Environment and Energy



Leftovers for all!

Keep food safe to eat 
• Fridge
• Coolers 
• Outside/garage/car in winter

Put out containers, baggies
• Label: food, who’s taking it

Donations
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Donating prepared food

• Liability protection 

• Food safety
• Don’t donate food that has 

been set out
• Cool food and keep cool 

• Label food 
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MealConnect by Feeding America

TC Food Justice

Local food shelf/organization

https://www2.minneapolismn.gov/business-services/business-assistance/run/wasted-food/donations/


Coming up….
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April 7-13, 2025

• National planning team

• Free resources

• 790 partners in 2024

• Interested? Let me know!
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Wasted food is a problem. 
We are the solution.
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https://hihello.me/p/f6e7e4b1-6c17-4320-aa33-c9869e3d47a5
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