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Sentencing Guidelines

Do judges have to Understanding Sentencing Guidelines
follow the guidelines?
The goal of the sentencing guidelines is uniform and proportional sentences — similar offenders
The guidelines are who commit similar offenses will receive similar sentences. They also help manage correctional
recommendations; resources. The guidelines apply only to adult felony offenses.
judges have sentencing
discretion. The Minnesota Sentencing Guidelines are determined by a Commission whose members are
appointed by Chief Justice The Minnesota Supreme Court or the Governor. The Commission was
established by the Minnesota Legislature in 1978 and files reports with the legislature.
What is a departure?
More information is available online at www.msgc.state.mn.us.

When a judge imposes

a sentence different Guidelines for Select Offenses
from the recommended

guideline sentence.
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workhouse
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Misdemeanors

The guidelines do not
apply to misdemeanor
offenses. Sentences

cannot include prison.

A misdemeanor is
punishable by 0-90 days
in a local incarceration
facility.

A gross misdemeanor is
punishable by 91-365
days.

Misdemeanors include:

e Assault 5 (often
domestic assault)

 Disorderly conduct
e Damage to property
o Graffiti

e Theft of less than
$1,000

e Trespass

e Loitering

* Liquor offenses

Sentencing Guidelines

Burglary of an unoccupied . oo
o Presumptive probation:
Burglary 3 building (often a garage or 4
: A year and a day, stayed
business)
Theft from 4 Presumptive probation:
Person A year and a day, stayed
Theft of Motor 4 Presumptive probation:
Vehicle A year and a day, stayed
Precious Metal
and Scrap Metal . Presumptive probation:
Dealers, Receiving SEemal e Rl i * A year and a day, stayed
Stolen Goods
Precious Metal
and Scrap Metal o Presumptive probation:
Dealers, Receiving First violation ($1,000 or more) 3 A year and a day, stayed
Stolen Goods
Receiving Stolen Presumptive probation:
Goods i 3 A year and a day, stayed
Theft Crimes Over $5,000 3 Presumptive probation:
A year and a day, stayed
Precious Metal
and Scrap Metal o Presumptive probation:
Dealers, Receiving First violation (less than $1,000) 2 A year and a day, stayed
Stolen Goods
Receiving Stolen Presumptive probation:
Goods Less than $5,000 2 A year and a day, stayed
Theft Crimes Less than $5,000 2 Presumptive probation:
A year and a day, stayed

Examples of theft crimes include: fraud, receiving stolen property, swindle, false representation,
non-payment for improvements

Understanding the Criminal History Point Scale
Most prior felony offenses are assigned points if they meet eligibility criteria:

¢ The prior felony offense occurred in Minnesota
» Non-Minnesota offenses must have an equivalent felony statute in Minnesota
* The prior offense received a stayed or imposed sentence of at least year and a day

» The offense occurred within the last 15 years

Most eligible prior felonies are assigned 1 criminal history point. Felonies that are considered
more severe, such as murder, sex crimes, or gun crimes are assigned greater point values up to
2 points. Less severe crimes are assigned 2 point.
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